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April 2, 2018 
Dear Stockholder:
It is my pleasure to invite you to attend the 2018 Annual Meeting of Stockholders ("Annual Meeting") of Crown
Castle International Corp. ("Company"). The meeting will be held on Thursday, May 17, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. Central
Time at our offices located at 1220 Augusta Drive, Suite 600, Houston, Texas 77057. The Notice of Annual Meeting
and Proxy Statement ("Proxy Statement") accompanying this letter describe the business to be conducted at the
Annual Meeting.
The Board of Directors welcomes this opportunity to have a dialogue with our stockholders and looks forward to your
comments and questions regarding the Company. You can find information about the Company and its strategy to
create long-term stockholder value in "Item I. Business—Strategy" of our 2017 Annual Report on Form 10-K for the
year ended December 31, 2017 ("2017 Form 10-K").
We have elected to furnish proxy materials and our 2017 Form 10-K to many of our stockholders over the Internet
pursuant to Securities and Exchange Commission rules, which allows us to reduce costs associated with the Annual
Meeting. On or about April 2, 2018, we intend to mail to most of our stockholders a Notice of Internet Availability of
Proxy Materials ("Proxy Materials Notice") containing instructions on how to access our Proxy Statement and 2017
Form 10-K and how to submit proxies online. All other stockholders will receive a copy of the Proxy Statement and
2017 Form 10-K by mail. The Proxy Materials Notice also contains instructions on how you can elect to receive a
printed copy of the Proxy Statement and 2017 Form 10-K, if you only received a Proxy Materials Notice by mail.
It is important that your shares be represented at the Annual Meeting, regardless of the number you may hold.
Whether or not you plan to attend, please promptly submit your proxy in one of the ways outlined in the following
Proxy Statement in order to have your shares voted at the Annual Meeting.
I look forward to seeing you on May 17, 2018.
Kind Regards,
J. Landis Martin
Chairman of the Board
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING OF STOCKHOLDERS
Thursday, May 17, 2018 
9:00 a.m. (Central Time)
1220 Augusta Drive, Suite 600
Houston, Texas 77057
April 2, 2018 
Dear Stockholder:
You are invited to the 2018 Annual Meeting of Stockholders of Crown Castle International Corp. The Annual
Meeting will be held at the time and place noted above. At the meeting, stockholders will be asked to consider and
vote upon the following matters:
•the election of 12 directors for a one-year term;

•the ratification of the appointment of PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP as our independent registered public accountants
for fiscal year 2018;
•a non-binding, advisory vote to approve the compensation of our named executive officers; and
•such other business as may properly come before the Annual Meeting.
Only stockholders of record at the close of business on March 23, 2018 ("Record Date") will be entitled to vote at the
Annual Meeting, and, unless a new record date is set, any adjournment or postponement of the meeting. You may
submit your proxy in any of the following ways:

•if you received a printed proxy card, mark, sign, date and return the proxy card (see instructions on the Notice of
Internet Availability of Proxy Materials ("Proxy Materials Notice") on how to request a printed proxy card);

•call the toll-free telephone number shown at the website address listed on your Proxy Materials Notice or on your
proxy card; or
•visit the website shown on your Proxy Materials Notice or the proxy card to submit a proxy via the Internet.
Alternatively, you may vote your shares in person at the Annual Meeting.
Have your Proxy Materials Notice or proxy card in front of you when submitting a proxy by telephone or the Internet;
it contains important information that is required to access the system.
If you are a stockholder as of the Record Date and plan to attend the Annual Meeting, see "I. Information About
Voting—Annual Meeting Admission" in the proxy statement for important requirements relating to attending and voting
at the Annual Meeting.
Your vote is important. To be sure your vote counts and to assure a quorum, please submit your proxy in one of the
ways outlined above whether or not you plan to attend the Annual Meeting.
By Order of the Board of Directors,
Donald J. Reid
Corporate Secretary
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Unless this proxy statement ("Proxy Statement") indicates otherwise or the context otherwise requires, the terms,
"we," "our," "our Company," "the Company" or "us" as used in this Proxy Statement refer to Crown Castle
International Corp. and its predecessor (organized in 1995), as applicable, each a Delaware corporation (together,
"Crown Castle International Corp.").

I.    INFORMATION ABOUT VOTING
Solicitation of Proxies.  The Board of Directors ("Board") of Crown Castle International Corp. is soliciting proxies for
use at our 2018 Annual Meeting of Stockholders ("Annual Meeting") and any adjournments or postponements of the
Annual Meeting. The Annual Meeting will be held on May 17, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. Central Time at our offices located
at 1220 Augusta Drive, Suite 600, Houston, Texas 77057. This Proxy Statement, the form of proxy and our Annual
Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2017 ("2017 Form 10-K") are being distributed or made
available via the Internet to our stockholders on or about April 2, 2018.
Notice of Internet Availability of Proxy Materials. Pursuant to Securities and Exchange Commission ("SEC") rules
regarding the electronic distribution of proxy materials, we have elected to provide access to our proxy materials and
2017 Form 10-K on the Internet, instead of mailing the full set of printed proxy materials, which allows us to reduce
costs associated with the Annual Meeting. On or about April 2, 2018, we intend to mail to most of our stockholders a
Notice of Internet Availability of Proxy Materials ("Proxy Materials Notice") containing instructions on how to access
our Proxy Statement and 2017 Form 10-K and how to submit a proxy online. If you receive a Proxy Materials Notice
by mail, you will not receive a printed copy of the proxy materials in the mail unless you request it. Instead, the Proxy
Materials Notice instructs you on how to access and review all of the important information contained in the Proxy
Statement and 2017 Form 10-K. The Proxy Materials Notice also instructs you on how you may submit your proxy
over the Internet. If you received a Proxy Materials Notice by mail and would like to receive a printed copy of our
proxy materials, you should follow the instructions for requesting such materials included in the Proxy Materials
Notice.
Agenda Items.  The agenda for the Annual Meeting is to consider and vote upon the following matters:
•the election of 12 directors for a one-year term;

•the ratification of the appointment of PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP ("PwC") as our independent registered public
accountants for fiscal year 2018;
•a non-binding, advisory vote to approve the compensation of our named executive officers; and
•such other business as may properly come before the Annual Meeting.
Who can Vote.  You can vote at the Annual Meeting if you are, on the Record Date (as defined below), a holder of
record of our common stock, par value of $0.01 per share ("Common Stock"). The record date for determining the
stockholders entitled to notice of, and to vote at, the Annual Meeting is the close of business on March 23, 2018
("Record Date"). Holders of Common Stock will have one vote for each share of Common Stock owned of record as
of the Record Date. As of the close of business on the Record Date, there were 414,818,995 shares of Common Stock
outstanding.
A complete list of the stockholders entitled to vote at the meeting will be available for examination by any stockholder
of record at our offices located at 1220 Augusta Drive, Suite 600, Houston, Texas 77057 for a period of 10 days prior
to the Annual Meeting. The list will also be available for examination by any stockholder of record present at the
Annual Meeting.
How to Vote.  You may submit your proxy for your shares in any of the following ways:

•if you receive a printed proxy card, mark, sign, date and return the proxy card (see instructions on the Proxy Materials
Notice on how to request a printed proxy card);

•call the toll-free telephone number shown at the website address listed on your Proxy Materials Notice or on your
proxy card; or
•visit the website shown on your Proxy Materials Notice or the proxy card to submit a proxy via the Internet.

CROWN CASTLE INTERNATIONAL CORP. PROXY STATEMENT
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Alternatively, you may vote in person at the Annual Meeting (if you are a beneficial owner whose shares are held in
the name of a bank, broker or other nominee, you must obtain a legal proxy, executed in your favor, from the
stockholder of record (that is, your bank, broker or nominee) to be able to vote at the Annual Meeting).
Have your Proxy Materials Notice or proxy card in front of you when submitting a proxy by telephone or the Internet;
it contains important information that is required to access the system.
Use of Proxies.   All proxies that have been properly submitted – whether by Internet, telephone or mail – and not
revoked will be voted at the Annual Meeting in accordance with your instructions. If you sign your proxy card but do
not give voting instructions, the shares represented by that proxy will be voted as recommended by the Board. The
Board recommends the following vote for each of the proposals to be considered and voted upon at the Annual
Meeting:
•FOR the election of each of the director nominees named in this Proxy Statement (Proposal 1);

•FOR the ratification of the appointment of PwC as our independent registered public accountants for fiscal year 2018
(Proposal 2); and
•FOR the non-binding, advisory vote to approve the compensation of our named executive officers (Proposal 3).

If any other matters are properly presented at the Annual Meeting for consideration and if you have submitted a proxy
for your shares by Internet, telephone or mail, the persons named as proxies in the proxy card will have the discretion
to vote on those matters for you. At the date we filed this Proxy Statement with the SEC, we do not know of any other
matters to be raised at the Annual Meeting.
Revoking a Proxy.  You may revoke your proxy at any time before it is exercised. You can revoke a proxy by:

•delivering a timely written notice of revocation to our Corporate Secretary, Crown Castle International Corp., 1220
Augusta Drive, Suite 600, Houston, Texas 77057;

•submitting a timely, later-dated proxy by Internet, telephone or mail (see instructions on your Proxy Materials Notice
or proxy card); or

•
attending the Annual Meeting and voting in person (see "—How to Vote" above and "—Annual Meeting Admission"
below in this "I. Information About Voting" regarding voting at the meeting if your shares are held in the name of a
bank, broker or other nominee). Attendance at the meeting alone will not constitute a revocation of a proxy.

Quorum Requirement.  A quorum of stockholders is needed to hold a valid Annual Meeting. A quorum will exist to
hold a valid Annual Meeting if the holders of at least a majority in voting power of the outstanding shares of Common
Stock entitled to vote at the Annual Meeting attend the Annual Meeting in person or are represented by proxy.
Abstentions and broker non-votes are counted as present for the purpose of establishing a quorum.
Vote Required for Action.  Each director shall be elected (Proposal 1) by a majority of the votes cast by the holders of
shares of Common Stock entitled to vote and present in person or represented by proxy (a majority of the votes cast
means that, to be elected, the number of votes cast "for" a nominee must exceed the number of votes cast "against" the
nominee). The affirmative vote of the holders of a majority of the voting power of the shares of Common Stock
present in person or represented by proxy at the annual meeting and entitled to vote on such matter is required to
approve each of (1) the ratification of PwC as our independent registered public accountants for fiscal year 2018
(Proposal 2) and (2) the non-binding, advisory resolution to approve the compensation of our named executive
officers (Proposal 3).
Generally, all other actions which may come before the Annual Meeting require the affirmative vote of the holders of
a majority of the voting power of the shares of Common Stock present in person or represented by proxy at the
Annual Meeting and entitled to vote on such matters.
With respect to all proposals other than the election of directors (Proposal 1), abstentions have the same effect as votes
against, and broker non-votes have no effect. With respect to the election of directors, abstentions and broker
non-votes are not counted as a vote cast "for" or "against" a nominee.

CROWN CASTLE INTERNATIONAL CORP. PROXY STATEMENT
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Annual Meeting Admission.  You may attend the meeting if you are (1) a stockholder of record, (2) a legal proxy for a
stockholder of record, or (3) a beneficial owner with evidence of ownership as of the Record Date (such as a letter
from the bank, broker or other nominee through which you hold your shares confirming your ownership or a bank or
brokerage firm account statement). If you are a stockholder of record who plans to attend the Annual Meeting, please
mark the appropriate box on your proxy card (or note your intention to attend when prompted via Internet or telephone
proxy submission). For all attendees, a valid picture identification must be presented in order to attend the meeting.

As noted above in "—How to Vote" of this section "I. Information About Voting," if you are a beneficial owner and
wish to vote at the Annual Meeting, you must obtain a legal proxy, executed in your favor, from the bank, broker or
other nominee through which you hold your shares and present it at the Annual Meeting. To request a legal proxy
please follow the instructions at the website listed on the Proxy Materials Notice.
If you are a beneficial owner and plan to attend the meeting in person, please send written notification in advance of
the Annual Meeting to our Corporate Secretary at Crown Castle International Corp., 1220 Augusta Drive, Suite 600,
Houston, Texas 77057, and enclose a copy of (1) evidence of your ownership as of the Record Date or (2) a legal
proxy, executed in your favor, from the institution through which you hold your shares.
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II.    PROPOSALS
1.  Election of Directors
Pursuant to our Restated Certificate of Incorporation, all directors of the Board (other than any director who may be
elected by the holders of any series of preferred stock) hold office for a term expiring at the first succeeding annual
meeting of stockholders after their election, with each such director holding office until his or her successor shall have
been duly elected and qualified ("Annual Term").
The nominees for director at the Annual Meeting are: P. Robert Bartolo, Jay A. Brown, Cindy Christy, Ari Q.
Fitzgerald, Robert E. Garrison II, Andrea J. Goldsmith, Lee W. Hogan, Edward C. Hutcheson, Jr., J. Landis Martin,
Robert F. McKenzie, Anthony J. Melone and W. Benjamin Moreland. Each of these nominees is currently a member
of the Board. If elected at the Annual Meeting, each of the nominees shall hold office as a director for an Annual
Term.
In accordance with our Amended and Restated By-laws ("By-Laws"), each incumbent director nominee has tendered
an irrevocable resignation that will be effective upon (1) failure to receive the required vote for election at the Annual
Meeting and (2) the Board's subsequent acceptance of such resignation. If an incumbent director nominee fails to
receive the required vote for re-election, the Nominating & Corporate Governance Committee ("NCG Committee")
and the Board should act to determine whether to accept or reject the resignation, or whether other action should be
taken.
Each nominee has consented to be nominated and has expressed his or her intention to serve if elected. The Board
expects that each of the nominees for director will be able and willing to serve as a director. If any nominee is not
available, the proxies may be voted for another person nominated by the current Board, or the size of the Board may
be reduced. Information about the nominees and the Board is contained in the next section of this Proxy Statement
(see "III. Board of Directors").
The Board recommends a vote FOR the election of each of the 12 nominees named herein as directors.

CROWN CASTLE INTERNATIONAL CORP. PROXY STATEMENT
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2.  Ratification of Appointment of Independent Registered Public Accountants
The Audit Committee of the Board ("Audit Committee") has appointed PwC to continue to serve as our independent
registered public accountants for fiscal year 2018. In the event the stockholders do not ratify the appointment, the
appointment will be reconsidered by the Audit Committee. Approval of the resolution will in no way limit the Audit
Committee's authority to terminate or otherwise change the engagement of PwC for fiscal year 2018.
We were billed for professional services provided with respect to fiscal years 2017 and 2016 by PwC in the amounts
set forth in the following table.

Services Provided 2017 2016
Audit Fees (a) $2,695,800 $2,169,238
Audit-Related Fees (b) 50,000 —
Tax Fees (c) 31,800 127,057
All Other Fees (d) — —
Total $2,777,600
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