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Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of the registrant under any of
the following provisions:

o Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)

o Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)

o Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))

o Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))
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ITEM 3.03.    Material Modification to Rights of Securityholders

On December 16, 2008, Coherent, Inc.�s First Amended and Restated Common Shares Rights Agreement with American Stock Transfer & Trust
Company terminated after its ten-year term expired.  A summary of the material features of the common stock purchase rights is included in the
Company�s registration statement on Form 8-A/A filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission on July 1, 1998, and is incorporated by
reference herein.
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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

COHERENT, INC.
Date: December 19, 2008

By: /s/ Bret M. DiMarco
Bret M. DiMarco
Executive Vice President and
General Counsel
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